VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

aim mainly at entertainment. Plays of Vazhakunnam are based on
moral principles, providing enlightenment to the reader. Here again
Vazhakunnam stands unique. His plays provide enlightenment and
entertainment at the same time. But he is not ready to compromise
with the former for the latter.

In this drama, Vazhakunnam has made character sketches of
Valmiki, Vishnu and the like taken from puranic stories. But he
has given them a novel style and form. This also helps the reader
to feel that he is at a considerable distance from the art form
enabling him to visualise the errors and merits of the characters.
Vazhakunnam might have realised that if he had sketched a human
characer, the ordinary reader would identify himself with that
character empathetically and so would not be able to evaluate the
character correctly. The need of the technique of defamiliarisation
was known to Vazhakunnam.

The twentieth century was a period of revival in the field of
dramas all over the world. The Kavyanatakas with the dominance
of verses to prose started to get influence gradually. As in other
parts of the world like America and England, even in India the
verses became frequent in the dramas. The plays of Vazhakunnam
too cannot be set aside even in this perspective. The very drama
Valmikiyum Vysanum is worth mentioning in this context. The
harmonious intermingling of a number of verses with prose in the
drama projects this fact.
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